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Sixth Annual Texas Transportation Forum

The sixth annual Texas Transportation Fo-
rum took place on January 3" in Austin, TX. It
was the largest yet, with contractors, state
officials and others meeting to talk mobility
in the state — and the added challenges
they'll face this year to keep Texas moving.

Approximately 1,500 participants were in
attendance at the transportation forum
luncheon on Tuesday to discuss the chal-
lenges. The biggest question? Money — and
where Texas can find it to create stable fund-
ing for transportation projects.

"You know the gas tax hasn’t been raised
since 1991 in Texas," said Thomas Bohuslav,
a transportation construction consultant who
attended the forum. "And the cost has al-
most doubled to build highways since then.
And so you’re not really raising taxes, you've
been losing ground in regards to taxes."

Add to that the huge budget deficit the
state is anticipating, and Bohuslav expects
lawmakers to look at raising the gas tax this
legislative session. How far they get with that
will depend on legislators like state Rep.-
elect Paul Workman, R-Austin, one of the
many freshman Republicans elected in No-
vember who gave the Texas GOP a superma-
jority in the state House. Many of those
freshmen share Workman's views toward a
possible gas tax hike: “Right now, with the
economy the way it is, no tax increases,"
Workman said.

"The long-term solution is that we’ve got to
identify a more reliable mechanism to fund
the needs of transportation,” said Amadeo
Saenz Jr., executive director of the Texas De-
partment of Transportation. Saenz said
greater fuel efficiency, increases in the cost
of gas and the rise of the electric car will

spell an eventual end to the use of the gas tax,
so his department asked the Texas Transporta-
tion Institute, or TTI, to look at what might be
down the road for road funding. One idea is a
vehicle mile-travel fee."So you pay based on
the miles that you drive," Saenz said. "We
right now have TTI looking at what the major
issues that would have to be looked at should
someone want to go in that direction.”

Other ideas thrown about at the forum:
an end to the practice of diverting gas tax
revenue to fund non-transportation pro-
jects, and a hike in vehicle registration
fees.

Most refreshing was Pennsylvania’s Gov-
ernor Ed Rendell, in the forum’s keynote
speech, he held the attention of the audi-
ence as he addressed the bedraggled con-
dition of our nation’s roads and bridges by
endorsing higher gas taxes and private toll
roads, ringing in a blue northern version of
unvarnished transportation talk.

"We used to be the best at everything,
right?" asked Rendell, the former National
Democratic Committee chairman. "Now
our transportation system is mediocre. ...
What's happened to us?"

What happened, Rendell said, is that politi-
cians, although most understand the cen-
trality of transportation to quality of life and
the economy, have backed off and tucked
tail on raising the revenue necessary to
maintain existing infrastructure and to build
what's needed. Will the new Congress in-
crease the 18.4-cents-a-gallon gas tax
that's been frozen at that level since 19937
Rendell asked, serving as his own straight
man.
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“Back to the Future” with the Grand Parkway

Harris County relinquished control of the Grand Parkway project to the Texas Department of Transportation at commissioners court
January 11. The Grand Parkway project-or Hwy. 99- is a planned toll road loop surrounding the greater Houston area outside of Belt-
way 8.

Commissioners voted unanimously to give the project to TxDOT, ask TXDOT to reimburse the county for all project initiation costs
and ask TxDOT to begin construction on segments of the parkway in 2011.

"The county has rescinded primacy for the Grand Parkway because county officials have been told that the state expects to have
funding available for the project,” said Eric Hanson, media relations coordinator for the Harris County Toll Road Authority. "The state
and the county also have not been able to reach an agreement on how toll revenue from the road would be used."

Hanson said the county was looking for three main factors in an agreement over the use of Grand Parkway toll revenue. First, the
county wanted to finance the Grand Parkway construction through its own toll resources. Second, the county wanted to use the park-
way's toll revenue to finance infrastructure improvements in new development areas close to the project site. Finally, Hanson said the
county did not want to risk the toll road's “financial integrity” through this project.

In regard to TxDOT's available funds, Raquelle Lewis, manager of public information for the Houston district of TxDOT, said the
agency has $425 million in under-run funds from various departments. However, the Texas Transportation Commission has to vote to
approve the use of this money.Lewis said it is possible that the commission could vote to allocate the under-run funds to the Grand
Parkway project in the near future. "We consider the Grand Parkway as a statewide priority as well as a priority for the Houston dis-
trict area," she said. "It's a major connection for relieving congestion throughout the city, and it is a priority corridor for providing ad-
ditional capacity to our system."

If funds were available, construction would most likely start on Segment E of the parkway, which stretches from 1-10 to Hwy. 290,

because HCTRA already designed and acquired some right of way clearance for this segment. The total construction costs for Segment
E of the parkway is estimated at $463.1 million. However, since TXDOT has so recently taken control of the project, Lewis said the
agency does not have a definitive plan of action or any proposed construction dates available.
Without the Grand Parkway on its radar, HCTRA has plans to refocus its priorities, one of which is the Hempstead Tollway, a proposed
toll road parallel to Hwy. 290. "We will continue to make improvements to the existing toll road system, and in the case of the pro-
posed Hempstead Tollway, we will continue working with TXDOT to identify a project that will improve mobility in the corridor and can
be developed in a financially responsible manner," Hanson said.
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Monthly Luncheon
February 16th
Jack Morman
Precinct Two Commissioner

Jack Morman was sworn in as Precinct Two Commissioner on Saturday,
January 1, 2011 in a ceremony at the Harris County Civil Courthouse after
winning an historic election on November 2, 2010.

Commissioner Morman believes in limited and efficient government and
will work to protect the taxpayer’s interests in all matters while providing
the essential services mandated by county government.

Commissioner Morman is a graduate of Baylor University and Baylor
University Law School and is licensed by the State of Texas to practice be-
fore the courts of the State of Texas as well as the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Texas.

As an experienced civil litigator he is well versed in a broad base of both
M public and private issues affecting the businesses and residents of Harris
Commissioner County.
Commissioner Morman and his wife Andrea graduated from Deer Park

High School. They have two children, daughter Jordan and son Jack Ill.

Sponsorship Opportunities

: (Tables of 8)
C.l.“C:;lS-l\?ere Platinum- $600 Gold- $500
0 Silver- $400 Table-$300
Individual- $35

11:30- Registration & Program
12:00- Lunch & Program

Cullen’s Upscale American Grille
11500 Space Center Blvd.
Houston, TX 77058
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Aeriform

AeroSys Associates

Air Liquide America Corporation
Akzo Chemical Company

A.L.A. Media, Inc.

Alliance Commercial

Alvin/Manvel Community Chamber
Angel Brothers

Amegy Bank

ARCO Chemical Company

Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership
Baker Petrolite

BASF

Beyer Construction

Binkley & Barfield

John Burget, Financial Consultant
Bury + Partners

BYL International, Inc.

Born Wild-Innovative Promotions
Brazoria County

City of Alvin

City of Clear Lake Shores

City of Deer Park

City of Dickinson

City of El Lago

City of Friendswood

City of Houston

City of Kemah

City of LaPorte

City of League City

City of Morgans Point

City of Nassau Bay

City of Pasadena

Connect Transportation

CDC Houston

Celanese Corporation, Bayport
Celanese Corporation, Clear Lake
Celanese Corporation, Terminal
Centauri Technology J.V.
CenterPoint Energy

Century Asphalt

CG Engineering, Inc.

Chemical Research and Licensing,
Inc.

Chemquest

Christus St. John Hospital

Chusei (Quest)

CH2M-Hill

Clear Lake Aerospace Partners
Coastal Water Authority

Condor Trading International
David Hamblin, CPA
Dannenbaum Engineering Corpora-
tion

Development Alliance

The De Vinny Group

Dianal America, Inc.

Dixie Chemical

Dorsett Brothers

Dynacs Inc.

Economic Alliance Port Region
E.l. Du Pont de Nemours

City of Pearland Eisai USA, Inc.
City of Seabrook T —

City of Shoreacres Eng_et ar

City of Taylor Lake Village BISED

City of Webster Eurecat USA, Inc.
C.J. Hensch Evalca Corporation

Clear Creek Independent School District Federal Aviation Administration

Clear Lake Area Chamber Fina Oil
Clear Lake Shores EDC FMC Corporation
Jack Fryday

Marcy Fryday

Galveston County

Galveston County Economic
Halcrow

Harris County Community Services
HDR | Claunch & Miller, Inc.
Galveston News

GB Tech, Inc.

Glenn Royal, CFP

Goodyear Bayport Chemical Plant
Graver Manufacturing Company
Gregg & Gregg, P.C.

Guidry News Service

Gulf Coast Limestone, Inc.
Haldor Topsoe, Inc.

Hamilton Sunstrand

Hanson Aggregates

Hernandez Engineering, Inc.
Houston-Galveston Area Council
Houston Port Authority

Houston TranStar

Kay Schroeder, CRPC

Klotz Associates, Inc.

Lubrizol

Lyondell Chemical

Marty Chenault, CPA

Maxim Group

MGA Productions, Inc.

Martin Marietta Materials
Messer Industries

METRO

McDonough Engineering Corp.
McKenzie Tank Lines

MG Industries

Lois Mohrhusen

Montell USA, Inc.

Montgomery Tank Lines, Inc.
MRI Computer Services

Muniz Engineering, Inc.

Mustang Cat

Nisseki Chemical Texas, Inc.
North American Controls Corporation
Nova Chemicals

Nova Molecular Technologies
Pate Engineers, Inc.

Petro United Terminal, Inc.

Port of Houston Authority

PPG Industries, Inc.

Venita Ray

Rohm & Haas, Bayport

ROMCO

San Jacinto College Main Campus
San Jacinto College South Campus
Sirrus Engineers, Inc.

South Shore Harbour Development
Ltd

Southern lonics

SouthTrust Bank

Southwest Bank of Texas

Sterling Bank

Texas A&M University, Galveston
Tolunay-Wong Engineers, Inc.
Traffic Engineers, Inc.

Turner Collie & Braden, Inc

Robb Todd, Attorney at Law.
United Space Alliance

University of Houston, Clear Lake
United Way Service Center of

The Bay Area

Valgon

Venita Ray

Velsicol Chemical Corporation
Wile Interest Inc.

Zachry Construction Corporation
Zeneca AG Products

Zeon Chemicals Texas, Inc.
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