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No Luncheon due          

to the Holidays 
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TBA 
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TBA  
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 economic growth of the city. They said 
Spain will have more kilometers of high-
speed rail than any other country in the 
world by 2012.  
have more kilometers of high-speed rail 
than any other country in the world by 
2012.  
Other speakers at the symposium included 
Executive Director of the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation Amadeo Saenz, 
Chairman of THSRTC Robert Eckels, and 
Temple Mayor William Jones, who is also 
the vice chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee for THSRTC.  
"There are very few people in Texas talking 
about high-speed rail," Jones said during 
the panel discussion. Even so, he hopes to 
see it operational by 2020.  
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Should the train stop at smaller communi-
ties along the route, which would act to 
slow down trip times for big city commut-
ers? Will everyone back a public/private 
partnership to pay for the estimated $24 
billion price tag? Should the track be ele-
vated? Will land owners give up their 
property easily?  
"We don't know a lot of things right now, 
but we are getting there," Christiansen 
said. He credited THSRTC with keeping the 
high-speed rail plan alive over the last 10 
years since the potential impact "is so sig-
nificant."  
Proponents are hoping for a better out-
come than in 1994, when high-speed rail 
plans were abandoned because of opposi-
tion, especially from airlines, who felt that 
rail projects would hurt their business.  
"I think we are in a different frame of mind 
now," said Steve Clark, a rail expert for 
Arup, a consulting engineering firm. "I 
think we are going to see more high-speed 
rail in the United States." Clark said there 
is currently just one high-speed project in 
operation, located in the northeast corri-
dor connecting Boston to New York, Phila-
delphia, Baltimore and Washington, D.C.  
Much of the symposium was led by a dele-

gation from Ciudad Real, Spain, which first 

began high speed rail operations in 1992. 

Through an interpreter, the visitors cred-

ited the construction of the Spanish HSR 

network with the population and   

 

Dennis Christiansen speaks at the  
Texas/European Union High-Speed Rail  
Symposium in College Station in September. 

For more information:                  
Rick Davenport 
(979) 862-3763 
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    www.BayTran.org 
 

  - Check our website regularly for  updates on upcoming events, monthly      
luncheons,  new Members & Associates, forms, downloads & more!  
 
  If you know someone that would like to be added to our distribution list please CLICK HERE 
 

 
 
 

WRAPPING PAPER, GIFT BAGS, AND CARDS 
 

 Wrap gifts in recycled or reused paper or gift bags. 

 Remember to save or recycle used wrapping paper and gift bags. 

 Give gifts that don't require much packaging, such as concert tickets, gasoline cards,  gift cards, or 

gift certificates. 

 Send recycled-content greeting cards to reduce the amount of virgin paper used during the holi-

days. 

 To reduce paper waste, send electronic greeting cards. 
 

BATTERIES AND ELECTRICITY 

 According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) about 40 percent of all battery sales 

occur during the holiday season, and many of those batteries end up in landfills. Buy rechargeable 

batteries to accompany your electronic gifts, and consider giving a battery charger as well. 

 Incredibly efficient strings of LED holiday lights are now available at most large retailers. These 

lights use only 0.04 watts per bulb, one-tenth the energy of standard mini-lights and 11/100th the 

energy of C-7, four-watt bulbs and could save you $30 on your electric bill over the holiday season. 

 Turn off or unplug holiday lights during the day and when you go to bed, or set all your lights on 

timers. Doing so will not only save energy, but will also help your lights last longer. 
Save energy while you're away for the holidays by leaving your home thermostat  turned down.                                    

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/communication/media/12-07HolidayTips.html 
  

 
Traffic deaths on U.S. roads reached a record low in the first half of 2009. Although 
16,626 people died in traffic crashes between January and June, this was a 7 percent 
drop from the same period last year. AASHTO President and Pennsylvania DOT               
Secretary Allen Biehler praised state actions to make travel safer. "Of course, you would 
expect that with reductions in driving (due to the slowing economy), you would also see 
reductions in fatalities. But the fact is travel is down about a half of a percent, but fatalities 
are down by seven percent for the first six months of 2009. Over the past four years, 
travel has declined by about two percent, but the fatality rate has dropped by more than 
20 percent. So the vital work being done in states is paying off big time in saving lives   
nationwide." 

http://www.transportation.org/ 

http://www.baytran.org/
http://www.baytran.org/ContactUs.html
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/communication/media/12-07HolidayTips.html
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811207.PDF
http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811207.PDF


P A G E  3  

 
 
Thousands of holiday travelers will soon hit the road to visit family and friends, 

and many of them will be navigating unfamiliar roads for long stretches of time 
during atypical hours of the day, such as early morning or late evening. Drivers 
planning long distance road trips should beware; these long journeys can be tiring 
and fatigue can be deadly behind the wheel. Drowsy driving causes more than 
100,00 crashes each year,  and results in 40,000 injuries and 1,500 deaths.  If 
you are planning a road trip this holiday, get a  good night’s sleep the night before 
and remember to stop every two hours to stretch and get fresh air. If you become 
tired while driving, stop.  A short nap and consuming caffeine can provide a tem-
porary energy boost. To ensure your roadway safety this holiday season, follow 
these additional helpful tips: Service your vehicle before your trip. Crashes and 
disabled vehicles cause 25 percent of highway congestion. Be sure and check the 
battery, vehicle lights, windshield wipers and  fluid, brakes, oil level, and tires. 
Stock your vehicle with the proper equipment and supplies including a flash light, 
jumper cables, flares or  reflective triangles, first aid supplies, and a properly           
inflated spare tire. 
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We’re on the web! 

www.BayTran.Org 

 

If you would like more 

 information about BayTran,  

or would like to                               

become a member 
 

Click Here: 
For Sponsorship Information 

Or 

To Sign Up 

 

Bay Area Houston Transportation Partnership 

PO Box 626 

Seabrook, TX 77586 

 

Phone 

(832) 771-0773 

 

Fax 

(713) 526-3159 

 

President/Executive Director 

Coletta Castleschouldt 

Coletta@infobatp.com  

 Chair                                 Vice-Chair                                                      

Tobin Maples                                   Bob Robinson 

 TMaples@PateEng.com                         Bob.Robinson@gcli.com 

FMC Corporation 

Jack Fryday  

Marcy Fryday                                     

Galveston County                            

Galveston County Economic           

Halcrow                       

Harris County Community Services                                  

HDR │Claunch & Miller, Inc.           

Galveston News  

GB Tech, Inc.                                      

Glenn Royal, CFP 

Goodyear Bayport Chemical Plant 

Graver Manufacturing Company 

Gregg & Gregg, P.C.  

Guidry News Service 

Gulf Coast Limestone, Inc.  
Haldor Topsoe, Inc. 

Hamilton Sunstrand 
Hanson Aggregates 

Hernandez Engineering, Inc.          

Houston-Galveston Area Council 

Houston Port Authority  

Houston TranStar                                                     

Klotz Associates, Inc.  

Lubrizol 

Lyondell Chemical                               

Marty Chenault, CPA                     

Maxim Group 

MGA Productions, Inc.                       

Martin Marietta Materials 

Messer Industries                          

METRO                                        

McDonough Engineering Corp. 

McKenzie Tank Lines 

MG Industries 

Lois Mohrhusen  

Montell USA, Inc. 

 

 

Montgomery Tank Lines, Inc.              

MRI Computer Services 

Muniz Engineering, Inc.                     

Mustang Cat                                                         

Nisseki Chemical Texas, Inc. 

North American Controls Corporation 

Nova Chemicals  

Nova Molecular Technologies 

Pate Engineering, Inc.  

PetroUnited Terminal, Inc.                  

Port of Houston Authority 

PPG Industries, Inc. 

Rohm & Haas, Bayport                               

ROMCO 

San Jacinto College Main Campus 

San Jacinto College South Campus 

Sirrus Engineers, Inc.  

South Shore Harbour Development 

Ltd 

Southern Ionics 

SouthTrust Bank 

Southwest Bank of Texas                   

Sterling Bank 

Jim Stoa, Circle Pawn Shop                 

Texas A&M University, Galveston 

Turner Collie & Braden, Inc 

Robb Todd, Attorney at Law.  

United Space Alliance 

University of Houston, Clear Lake 

United Way Service Center of                

The Bay Area  

Valgon 

Velsicol Chemical Corporation               

Wile Interest  Inc.  

Zachry Construction Corporation 

Zeneca AG Products 

Zeon Chemicals Texas, Inc. 

Members & Associates 
Aeriform 
AeroSys Associates  
Air Liquide America Corporation 
Akzo Chemical Company 
A.L.A. Media, Inc. 
Alliance Commercial 
Alvin/Manvel Community Chamber 
Angel Brothers           
Amegy Bank   
ARCO Chemical Company                      
Bay Area Houston Economic Partnership 
Baker Petrolite 
BASF 
Beyer Construction  
John Burget, Financial Consultant  
Bury + Partners  
BYL International, Inc. 
Born Wild-Innovative Promotions 
Brazoria County 
City of Alvin 
City of Clear Lake Shores 
City of Deer Park 
City of Dickinson 
City of El Lago  
City of Friendswood  
City of Houston  
City of Kemah 
City of LaPorte 
City of League City  
City of Morgans Point 
City of Nassau Bay  
City of Pasadena  
City of Pearland  
City of Seabrook  
City of Shoreacres 
City of Taylor Lake Village 
City of Webster  
C.J. Hensch 
Clear Creek Independent School District 
Clear Lake Area Chamber 
Clear Lake Shores EDC 
 
 

Connect Transportation                        

CDC Houston 

Celanese Corporation, Bayport 

Celanese Corporation, Clear Lake 

Celanese Corporation, Terminal 

Centauri Technology J.V. 

CenterPoint Energy                                

Century Asphalt                                       

CG Engineering, Inc. 

Chemical Research and Licensing, 

Inc. 

Chemquest 

Christus St. John Hospital  

Chusei (Quest)                                    

CH2M-Hill 

Clear Lake Aerospace Partners 

Coastal Water Authority 

Condor Trading International 

David Hamblin, CPA                             

Dannenbaum Engineering Corpora-

tion                                                       

Development Alliance 

The De Vinny Group  

Dianal America, Inc. 

Dixie Chemical                                        

Dorsett Brothers  

Dynacs Inc.                                                    

Economic Alliance Port Region                 

E.I. Du Pont de Nemours  

Eisai USA, Inc.                                      

Englehard                                                

Equistar                                             

Eurecat USA, Inc. 

Evalca Corporation                               

Federal Aviation Administration           

Fina Oil 

If you know anyone that would like to be added to our email 

database please email:  Stevie.Jones@gcli.com 

http://www.baytran.org/
http://www.batp.org/index.php?option=com_contact&Itemid=3
http://www.batp.org/index.php?option=com_contact&Itemid=3
mailto:Bob.Robinson@gcli.com
mailto:Stevie.Jones@gcli.com

